
P A N T H E I S T
V I S I O N

H C

i

'fcii'

S e p t . , 1 9 8 9V o l . 1 0 N o . 3



A C M a ’ 1 : 1 l i I ^ ’ V V I 1 O ^ J

V o i . i O , N o . 3 S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 8 9

T a b l e o f C o n t e n t s

A T R I B U T K T O E D A B B E Y
b y R o b e r t U a l d m i r e . . . 1 ;

E d u a r d A b b e y a n d
t h e U n i v e r s a l P a n t h e i s t S o c i e t y
by Harold Hood 2

W e r a b e r P r o fi l e : W a l t e r S c h w a r t z
by Nicki Reynolds 4

John Seed Bestowed 1989 "Sp inoza Award* ’ . . . . 7

W h a t P a n t h e i s m W e a n s t o W e
by Members o f the Soc ie ty

9

L e t t e r s t o t h e E d i t o r l U

P a n t h e i s t V i e w p o i n t s 1 2

U n i v e r s a l P a n t h e i s t S o c i e t y
P - O . B o x 2 6 5

B i g P i n e , C A * ? 3 5 1 3

*If Iright in ng diagnosis of nankind's present-day distress*
the lies in reverting fro* the weltanschuang of iwnotheis* to

t^sltanschuang of pantheisB* which is older and was once universal,*
- A r n o l d To y n b e e



A T R I B U T E T O E D A B B E Y

b y R o b e r t U a i d r a i r e

1saw the Deser t . . . and a i l her beauty
a n d f r a g i l i t y . . . t h e h a r s h n e s s , t h e
s t a r k n e s s o f h e r e x t r e m e s . . . a n d i f e l l i n
l o v e w i t h h e r .
G O ' S .

T h a t u a s b a c k i n t h e e a r l y

A n d t h e n , m a n y y e a r s l a t e r , i h e a r d o f a
b o o k t i t l e d D e s e r t S o l i t a i r e . S o m e o n e ,
s o m e w h e r e , s a i d t o m e , " I f y o u l o v e t h e
d e s e r t , r e a d t h a t b o o k ,
b o o k , a n d i w a s i n t r o d u c e d t o t h e w o r l d o f
Edward Abbey. And ray love fo r the deser t
deepened. (On ly Edmund C. Jaeger ro te so
a f f e c t i o n a t e l y o f t h e D e s e r t ) .

A b b e y d e s c r i b e d t h e " a w f u l q u i e t u d e a n d
f e a r f u l t r a n q u i l i t y ” o f t h e w i l d e r n e s s , a n d
h e p r o c e e d e d t o p a i n t a b e a u t i f u l p i c t u r e o f
t h i s s a c r e d p l a c e - w i t h i n t h e l a r g e r s a c r e d
p l a c e : t h e l i v i n g f a c e o f P l a n e t E a r t h .

Y e a r s b e f o r e i h a d t h e g r e a t h o n o r o f
m e e t i n g E d A b b e y ( " d u m p Wa t t r a l l y ” , Tu c s o n ,
S e p t . , 1 9 8 2 ) , i h a d d e c i d e d h e w a s " t h e M a r k
T w a i n o f t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y ” . T h e y p u l l e d
n o p u n c h e s w i t h t h e i r p e n s , a n d i n t h e f a c e
o f m a n ' s p e r p e t u a l m a d n e s s a n d f o l l y, t h e y
n e v e r l o s t t h e i r s e a r i n g s e n s e s o f h u m o r .

I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t E d A b b e y t h o u g h t o f
T w a i n ' s w o r k , b u t i ' m c o n fi d e n t T w a i n w o u l d
h a v e b e e n a g r e a t A b b e y f a n .

T h r o u g h t h e y e a r s , a s i r e a d m o r e o f
A b b e y ' s w o r k , i f e l t a s i f w e h a d a J o h n M u i r
- a H e n r y T h o r e a u - a m o n g u s . A u t h o r E d w i n
Wa y Te a l e c a l l e d A b b e y " a v o i c e c r y i n g i n t h e
w i l d e r n e s s , f o r t h e w i l d e r n e s s ,
c l a s s i c w o r k T h e M o n k e y W r e n c h G a n g ( 1 9 7 6 )
b e c a m e a k i n d o f " b i b l e ” f o r t h i s s t e a d f a s t
l o v e r o f N a t u r e , a n d i k n o w i t d i d - a n d w i l l
c o n t i n u e t o d o - f o r c o u n t l e s s o t h e r s .

A b b e y ' s u n w a v e r i n g , u n c o m p r o m i s i n g
c o n v i c t i o n s w e r e i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h e

c r e a t i o n " o f a " m o v e m e n t ” c a l l e d E a r t h

t f S o i f o u n d t h e

t v A b b e y ' s
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F i r s t ! F i n a l l y , l e g i o n s o f l o v e r s o f t h e
u i l d , o f t h e f r e e , u n p a v e d , u n - v i o l a t e d
r e g i o n s o f t h e P l a n e t , h a v e j o i n e d t o g e t h e r
t o s t a n d a n d f a c e t h e E a r t h - r a p e r s a n d
p l u n d e r e r s . A d A b b e y h e l p e d ’ ’ d r a w t h e b a t t l e
l i n e s ” f o r o u r l o n g fi g h t , fl e o n c e w r o t e ( o f
t h e E a r t h ^ s a d v e r s a r i e s ) , ’ ’ W e h a v e t o o u t l i v e
t h e b a s t a r d s . T h a n k i n l a r g e p a r t t o h i s9 f

w o r d s a n d w o r k , w e w i l l .
O n M a r c h 1 4 t h , 1 9 8 9 , E d A b b e y ’ ’ g a v e h i s

B e f o r ev vb o d y b a c k t o t h e d e s e r t h e l o v e d s o .
h e d i e d , h e w a s t a k e n o u t t o t h e d e s e r t t o
h o w l o n e l a s t t i m e . H e m a y b e f o r e v e r s i l e n t
n o w , b u t h i s w o r k w i l l f o r e v e r f a n t h e ’ ’ g r e e n
fi r e ” t h a t r a g e d w i t h i n h i m , h e l p i n g
i l l u m i n a t e o u r w a y . T h a n k y o u E d A b b e y ! I f
y o u l o v e t h e E a r t h , R E A D H I S B O O K S . A b b e y
l i v e s !

I t i n e r a n t a r t i s t - a c t i v i s t a n d l o n g - t i m e
UPS member Rober t Ua ldmi re p roduces awide
v a r i e t y o f w i l d l i f e n o t e c a r d s , p r i n t s , a n d
p o s t e r s .
H i l l C a n d l e s & C r a f t s , R . R . 2 , B o x 1 1 0 ,
R o c h e s t e r , I l l i n o i s 6 2 5 6 3 .

F o r a c a t a l o g , w r i t e t o C a r d i n a l

E D U A R D A B B E Y A N D
T H E U N I V E R S A L P A N T H E I S T S O C I E T Y

b y H a r o l d U o o d

E d w a r d A b b e y n e v e r i d e n t i fi e d h i m s e l f
e x p r e s s l y a s a ’ ’ P a n t h e i s t ” b y t h a t n a m e .
H o w e v e r , i n D e s e r t S o l i t a i r e h e w r o t e , o f a
w i l d e r n e s s e x p e r i e n c e h e h a d o n a r a f t t r i p
d o w n t h e C o l o r a d o R i v e r b e f o r e t h e G l e n
Canyon Damn:

I w a l k o u t o n t o a p o i n t f r o m w h i c h I
c a n l o o k d o w n a t t h e r i v e r , n e a r l y s t r a i g h t
b e l o w . . . F r o m u p h e r e t h e s o u n d o f t h e
r i v e r , u n t i l n o w a p e r m a n e n t p a r t o f m y
a u d i t o r y b a c k g r o u n d , i s n o l o n g e r
p e r c e p t i b l e , a n d t h e d e s e r t s i l e n c e t a k e s o n

t v
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a d e e p e r d i m e n s i o n . T h e s o u n d o f
n o t h i n g n e s s ? ' I n t h e d e s e r t , ' w r o t e B a l z a c ,
s o m e w h e r e , ' t h e r e i s a l l a n d t h e r e i s
n o t h i n g . G o d i s t h e r e a n d m a n i s n o t . '

G o d ? N o t h i n g m o v e s b u t t h e h e a t
w a v e s , r i s i n g f r o m t h e n a k e d r o c k . I t i s
s o m e h o w c o m f o r t i n g t o s e e , n e a r b y, t h e y u c c a s
g r o w i n g f r o m t h e s a n d a n d f r o m j o i n t s i n t h e
s t o n e . T h e y a r e i n f u l l b l o o m t o d a y ,
c l u s t e r s o f f w a x y , c r e a m y fl o w e r s o n t a l l
s t a l k s , s u p p o r t e d a n d n o u r i s h e d b y t h e
r o s e t t e s o f d a g g e r l i k e l e a v e s t h a t f o r m t h e
b a s e o f t h e p l a n t . G o d ? I t h i n k , q u i b b l i n g
w i t h B a l z a c ; i n N e w c o m b ' s t e r m s , w h o t h e h e l l
i s H e ? T h e r e i s n o t h i n g h e r e , a t t h e m o m e n t ,
b u t m e a n d t h e d e s e r t . A n d t h a t ' s t h e t r u t h .
U h y c o n f u s e t h e i s s u e b y d r a g g i n g i n a
s u p e r fl u o u s e n t i t y ? O c c a m ' s r a z o r . B e y o n d
a t h e i s m , n o n t h e i s m . I a m n o t a n a t h e i s t b u t
a n e a r t h i e s t . B e t r u e t o t h e e a r t h . f V

B a s e d o n A b b e y ' s w r i t i n g s , I i n v i t e d E d
A b b e y t o s e r v e o n o u r B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s w h e n
the Society was formed in 1974. 1 r e c e i v e d a
p o l i t e r e j e c t i o n o f t h e i n v i t a t i o n f r o m h i m .
H e s a i d , ” I p r e f e r t o j o i n o n l y g a n g s o f m y
o w n i n v e n t i o n . L a t e r , I m e t h i m a t a
c o n f e r e n c e , a n d s h o w e d h i m o u r l e a fl e t

P a n t h e i s m a n d E a r t h k e e p i n g ” . H e t o l d m e h e
t h o u g h t i t w a s w e l l - w r i t t e n , a n d w i s h e d u s
g o o d f o r t u n e .

W h e t h e r p e o p l e u s e t h e n o m e n c l a t u r e
P a n t h e i s t ” o r n o t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r . E d w a r d

f t

f t

f t

A b b e y s h a r e s w i t h a l l o f u s , b y w h a t e v e r
n a m e P a n t h e i s t s - E a r t h e i s t s - P a l e o - P a g a n
- C r e a t i o h - S p i r i t u a l i s t s - P a n e n t h e i s t s -
U n i v e r s a l i s t s - E v o l u t i o n a r y H u m a n i s t s -
N a t u r a l i s t s - N a t u r e - L o v e r s - w h a t e v e r , t h e
s a m e u l t i m a t e g o a l o f r e l i g i o n , w h a t A b b e y
s p o k e o f a s a f u n d a m e n t a l u n i t y - w i t h i n -
s e p a r a t e n e s s o f s e l f a n d N a t u r e :
a h a r d a n d b r u t a l m y s t i c i s m i n w h i c h t h e
n a k e d s e l f m e r g e s w i t h a n o n - h u m a n w o r l d a n d
y e t s o m e h o w s u r v i v e s s t i l l i n t a c t ,
i n d i v i d u a l , s e p a r a t e .

f t 1 d r e a m o f
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l i e m b e m P r o fi l e s U a l f e i r S c h o l a r t : z

b y N i c k . i R e y n o l d s

U a l t e r S c h u a r t z g r o u s o r a n g e s f o r
h e a l t h , n o t f o r p r o fi t . U i t h a l i f e t i m e
c o m m i t m e n t t o p e r s o n a l n u t r i t i o n a n d g l o b a l
e c o l o g y , h i s p r i n c i p l e s c o u l d n o t d i c t a t e
o t h e r w i s e .

U n i v e r s a l P a n t h e i s t S o c i e t y s i n c e 1 9 8 3 .
H a v i n g a l w a y s b e e n a c t i v e a n d a

s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d " i d e a l i s t ” , B a l t e r r e t i r e d
f r o m a p o s i t i o n w i t h t h e P h y s i c s D e p a r t m e n t
a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a a t B e r k e l e y
a n d a c q u i r e d h i s h o m e s t e a d i n n o r t h e r n
C a l i f o r n i a n s S a c r a m e n t o Va l l e y w i t h a
t w o - a c r e o r a n g e o r c h a r d , i n 1 9 7 8 . N o w ,
b r i m m i n g w i t h v i t a l i t y a t t h e a g e o f 7 4 ,
Wa l t e r s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y m a i n t a i n s " R a n c h o d e
N a r a n j a s " w i t h b o u n d l e s s e n t h u s i a s m a n d
a t h l e t i c a g i l i t y . H i s o r a n g e s a r e h i s p r i d e
a n d p a s s i o n .

T h o r o u g h l y d e d i c a t e d t o t h e c o n c e p t s a n d
p r a c t i c e o f o r g a n i c f a r m i n g , W a l t e r e x p l a i n s
i t s o p p o s i t e f o r c o n t r a s t . T h e " c o m m e r c i a l
o p e r a t i o n s ” , s a y s Wa l t e r , p i c k a s m a n y
o r a n g e s a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e i n t h e s e a s o n ,
a l l o w i n g t h e m t o " s t o c k u p " i n t h e e v e n t o f a
f r e e z e . T h e g r e e n o r a n g e s a r e t h e n s e n t t o a
pack ing house where they a re s teamed to
a r t i fi c i a l l y c o l o r t h e m , g i v e n a c h e m i c a l
t r e a t m e n t a n d t h e n w a x e d . T h i s p r o c e s s " s o r t
o f m u m m i fi e s t h e m , ” s t a t e s W a l t e r , a l l o w i n g
them " to be sh ipped as fa r as Hong Kong.
" M y o r a n g e s , ” h e p r o c l a i m s , h o l d i n g a
s u p e r b l y c o l o r e d a n d s w e e t l y f r a g r a n t
s p e c i m e n , " a r e s o l d j u s t a s t h e y a r e p i c k e d ,
w i t h t h e i r p o r e s s t i l l o p e n a n d b r e a t h i n g —
w e o n l y s e l l g o o d s t u f f h e r e - n o j u n k ! "

R a n c h o d e N a r a n j a s c u r r e n t l y s u p p o r t s
1 5 0 o r a n g e t r e e s - a l l W a s h i n g t o n n a v e l s ( a n d
o n e Va l e n c i a , " j u s t f o r f u n ” ) . T h i s i s a b i g
j o b f o r o n e p e r s o n . C a r e o f t h i s s m a l l
orchard requi res perpetual mowing, pruning,
p i c k i n g a n d f e r t i l i z i n g . B e c a u s e h e r e f r a i n s

W a l t e r h a s b e e n a m e m b e r o f t h e
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I ro ra sp ray ing any po ison , weeds can be
p r o b l e m .
W a l t e r , s p r e a d s q u i c k l y a n d c a n " c h o k e t h e
o r a n g e t r e e s ” - h e n c e , t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r
f r e q u e n t m o w i n g . T h e o n l y h e l p W a l t e r
s o l i c i t s i s e m p l o y m e n t o f a l o c a l h i g h s c h o o l
b o y w h o w o r k s f o u r t o fi v e h o u r s p e r w e e k
d u r i n g h a r v e s t s e a s o n .

W a l t e r ' s i r r i g a t i o n s y s t e m i s h i s o w n
c r e a t i o n . E a c h t r e e h a s i t s o w n " s p r i n k l e r
f e d b y u n d e r g r o u n d p i p e s a n d c r e a t i n g a

s p r a y e f f e c t ” w h i c h W a l t e r s a y s i s " w o r k i n g
v e r y w e l l ,
fl o o d - t y p e i r r i g a t i o n a s w a s t e f u l . W i t h
e l e c t r i c u t i l i t y r a t e s g o i n g u p o n p u m p i n g
f o r i r r i g a t i o n , c o n s e r v a t i o n i s a n e c e s s i t y .
H a l f o f t h e e l e c t r i c i t y f o r W a l t e r ' s i r r i ¬
g a t i o n s y s t e m c o m e s f r o m h i s h o u s e , t h e r e s t
f r o m a " c o m m u n i t y p u m p ” h e p a y s t o s h a r e .

N o o r a n g e s a r e p i c k e d f r o m Wa l t e r ' s
o r c h a r d b e f o r e t h e y a r e " f u l l y r i p e a n d
n u t r i t i o u s , ” w h i c h , f o r h i m , u s u a l l y m e a n s
a f t e r J a n u a r y 1 s t . T h i s s e a s o n p r e s e n t e d
prob lems when four days o f snow b lackened the
f r u i t w i t h " s n o w b u r n ,
f r e e z e i n N o v e m b e r , w h e n s u g a r c o n t e n t i n
o r a n g e s w a s l o w , a r r e s t e d t h e i r f u r t h e r
m a t u r a t i o n . T h e n e t r e s u l t w a s a 1 5 % c r o p
l o s s .

f ?

a b i g
B e r m u d a g r a s s , e s p e c i a l l y , n o t e st v

t v

? f

t v H e r e j e c t s t r a d i t i o n a l

A l s o , a n e a r l yt v

A l a r g e o r g a n i c g a r d e n a n d n u m e r o u s
f r u i t a n d n u t t r e e s a l s o r e q u i r e W a l t e r ' s
t i m e , i n c l u d i n g p e c a n s , n e c t a r i n e s , fi g s ,
a v o c a d o s , p e a c h e s , p l u m s , g r a p e f r u i t s ,
a p p l e s , p e a r s , a p r i c o t s a n d p o m e g r a n a t e s .
I n 1 9 8 8 W a l t e r s o l d b e e t s , e g g p l a n t ,
c r o o k n e c k s q u a s h , a p r i c o t s , g o l d e n d e l i c i o u s
app les and pomegrana tes t o Ch i co Na tu ra l
F o o d s .

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e o r a n g e t r e e s r e c e i v e
t h e m a j o r s h a r e o f W a l t e r ' s a t t e n t i o n . H e
d o t e s o n t h e m l o v i n g l y , r e f e r r i n g t o h i s m o s t
p r i c e d t r e e s a s " q u e e n s o f t h e f o r e s t ” ,
s a y i n g h e t a l k s t o t h e m , p e t s t h e m , a n d t h e y
i n t u r n g i v e h i m " o r a n g e s g a l o r e ,
t r e e s o b e y n a t u r e , t h o u g h " , g r i n s W a l t e r ,

N o t a l lv v
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m o t i o n i n g t o s o m e h e c a l l s ” d u d s ” , a n d t h e n
to the "queens,” remembering one orange he
p i c k e d u e i g h i n g 1 9 o u n c e s .

H a l t e r ' s o r g a n i c r o o t s r u n d e e p . H e h a s
b e e n a v e g e t a r i a n f o r o v e r 5 0 y e a r s . H e
c u r r e n t l y o b t a i n s d a i r y p r o d u c t s f r o m a
n e i g h b o r ” w h o ' s s o o r g a n i c h e d o e s n ' t e v e n
u s e a t r a c t o r - h e u s e s a h o r s e a n d p l o u .

Ha l te r Schwar tz , a t Rancho de Naran jas , ’
is providing one example of l iv ing in harmony
with nature. However, his involvement I
d o e s n ' t s t o p h e r e . H e i s a n a c t i v e m e m b e r o f
a l o c a l l a n d o w n e r ' s a s s o c i a t i o n , s t r i v i n g t o
keep his community rural and agrarian, and is
o n e o f t h e o r i g i n a l f o u n d e r s o f t h e l o c a l
C a l i f o r n i a C e r t i fi e d O r g a n i c F a r m e r s .

On a l a r g e r s c a l e . H a l t e r i s d e e p l y
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t . e c o l o g i c a l a n n i h i l a t i o n o f
o u r p l a n e t . I n a r e c e n t C h i c o E n t e r p r i s e -
Record "public forum” column. Halter urges
t h e c r e a t i o n o f a D e p a r t m e n t o f S c i e n c e i n
the Presidential Cabinet to begin immediately
addressing the "catastrophic effects of any
n u m b e r o f v i t a l i s s u e s , " c i t i n g c h l o r / fl o u r o /
carbon deplet ion of the ozone layer, the
G r e e n h o u s e E f f e c t , a c i d r a i n a n d t h e d e s t r u c ¬
t i o n o f t r o p i c a l r a i n f o r e s t s , t o n a m e a f e u .
H e r e t o f o r e , e f f o r t s i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n , w r i t e s
H a l t e r , h a v e b e e n " i n s u f fi c i e n t f o r t h e
crises of today or the irreversible predica¬
m e n t s o f t h e f u t u r e i n w h i c h a l l l i f e
f a c e e x t i n c t i o n .

A s f o r h i s p e r s o n a l f u t u r e . H a l t e r
in tends to " jus t keep work ing" , because, to
h i m , " i t ' s a l l p l a y. ” P r o j e c t s h e l o o k s
fo rward to cons t ruc t ing a re aw indmi l l and a
roof top so lar co l lector. A lso, he current ly
has on order one dozen each of Uashington
n a v e l s a n d s a t s u m a m a n d a r i n t r e e s . T h e
mandarins, due to be planted in Harch, have
a n e s t i m a t e d m a t u r i t y d a t e o f t h r e e t o f o u r
years. Looking forward to his future crop.
Halter muses, "You always plan as if you'll
l ive forever and then l ive one day at a
t i m e . "

t f

m a y
? ?
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JOHN SEED BESTOWED 1989 ’’SPINOZA AWARD

The Universa l Pantheis t Soc ie ty is
pleased to announce the presentat ion of i ts
fi r s t ’ ’ S p i n o z a A u a r d ” , f o r 1 9 8 9 , t o
A u s t r a l i a n w r i t e r - a c t i v i s t , J o h n S e e d .

J o h n S e e d i s n o t e d w o r l d — w i d e f o r h i s
e f f o r t s t o p r e s e r v e t r o p i c a l r a i n f o r e s t s .
In add i t ion , he has made s ign ificant
contr ibut ions toward promot ing what the
U n i v e r s a l P a n t h e i s t S o c i e t y r e f e r s t o a s ”
P a n t h e i s t W o r l d - V i e w ” .

I n h i s e s s a y ’ ’ A n t h r o p o c e n t r i s m ” , S e e d
c o g e n t l y c r i t i q u e s t h e l o n g - s t a n d i n g v i e w o f
w e s t e r n c u l t u r e s t h a t n a t u r e w a s m a d e
e n t i r e l y f o r m a n ' s b e n e fi t . S u c h a v i e w p o i n t
is fundamental to any modern understanding of
t h e t r u e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n m a n a n d N a t u r e .
The Universal Pantheist Society's quarterly
p u b l i c a t i o n . P a n t h e i s t V i s i o n , w a s o n e o f t h e
fi r s t A m e r i c a n p u b l i c a t i o n s t o r e p r i n t t h e
essay, which has since become achapter in
Seed's new book (with co-authors Joanna Macy,
P a t F l e m i n g , a n d A r n e N a e s s ) T h i n k i n g L i k e a
M o u n t a i n : To w a r d s a C o u n c i l o f A l l B e i n g s
(Phi lade lph ia : New Socie ty Publ ishers , 1988) .

T h e t i t l e o f t h i s b o o k r e f e r s t o a n o t h e r
s ign ificant con t r ibu t ion made by Seed: the
invent ion o f anew ar t fo rm des igned to
p r o m o t e g r e a t e r c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e
existence of non-human l ives on planet Earth.
T h r o u g h a c r e a t i v e r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e , c a l l e d
t h e ’ ’ C o u n c i l o f A l l B e i n g s ” , S e e d h a s
encouraged thousands to go beyond the
i n t e l l e c t u a l r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t h u m a n l i f e i s
i n s e p a r a b l e f r o m N a t u r e , t o r e a l l y e x p e r i e n c e
o u r i n t i m a t e c o n n e c t i o n . W h i l e t h e C o u n c i l
o f A l l B e i n g s c a n n o t s u b s t i t u t e f o r l e a r n i n g
c a r e f u l l y a b o u t w i l d l i f e a n d N a t u r e t h r o u g h
d i r e c t o b s e r v a t i o n , i t p r o v i d e s a n e x p e r i e n c e
w h i c h c a n m o t i v a t e
m a n y p e o p l e t o l e a r n t o e m p a t h i z e w i t h t h e
n a t u r a l w o r l d t o a g r e a t e r e x t e n t a n d t o h e l p
r e v i s e s o c i e t a l a t t i t u d e s a w a y f r o m p u r e l y

a
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a n t h r o p o c e n t r i c c o n c e r n s t o a c e l e b r a t i o n o f
N a t u r e a s t h e u l t i m a t e c o n t e x t f o r h u m a n
e x i s t e n c e .

I n a d d i t i o n t o h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o
m o d e r n e n v i r o n m e n t a l p h i l o s o p h y, J o h n S e e d
h a s b e e n a m a j o r a d v o c a t e f o r g l o b a l
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o t e c t i o n . H e i s t h e d i r e c t o r
o f t h e R a i n f o r e s t I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t r e i n N e w
S o u t h W a l e s , A u s t r a l i a , a n d i s e d i t o r o f t h e
W o r l d R a i n f o r e s t R e p o r t . H e h a s a s s i s t e d i n
t h e f o r m a t i o n o f r a i n f o r e s t a c t i o n g r o u p s i n
t h e U . S . , J a p a n , a n d E u r o p e , a s w e l l a s
r e f o r e s t a t i o n p r o g r a m s i n d e v e l o p i n g
c o u n t r i e s . S i n c e 1 9 7 9 h e h a s b e e n i n v o l v e d
i n d i r e c t a c t i o n s w h i c h h a v e r e s u l t e d i n t h e
p ro tec t i on o f Aus t ra l i an ra in fo res ts . He has
t r a v e l l e d a r o u n d t h e w o r l d l e c t u r i n g a n d
s h o w i n g fi l m s t o r a i s e a w a r e n e s s o f t h e
p l i g h t o f t h e r a i n f o r e s t s .

T h e e s s e n c e o f J o h n S e e d ^ s c o n t r i b u t i o n
t o p r o m o t i n g , a p a n t h e i s t w o r l d v i e w m a y b e
nice ly summed up in h is own words:
h a v e a l w a y s b e e n p r e p a r e d t o s a c r i fi c e , e v e n
t h e i r o w n l i v e s , i n o r d e r t o d e f e n d t h i n g s
t h e y ' v e b e e n c o n d i t i o n e d t o i d e n t i f y w i t h —
a c o u n t r y , a b e l i e f s y s t e m , a r e l i g i o n . A n d
h e r e , i n o u r o w n l i f e t i m e , w e s e e t h r e a t e n e d
t h e v e r y b i o l o g i c a l f o u n d a t i o n o f a l l
c o u n t r i e s , a l l r e l i g i o n s , a l l b e l i e f s y s t e m s .
I ' m s u r p r i s e d t h e r e a r e n ' t m o r e p e o p l e
p r e p a r e d t o p r o t e c t t h e r a i n f o r e s t s .

The ’ ’Sp inoza Award ” i s named a f t e r t he
g rea t Du tch ph i l osophe r who was one o f t he
f o r e m o s t w e s t e r n e x p o n e n t s o f P a n t h e i s m , t h e
t h e o l o g i c a l v i e w p o i n t i d e n t i f y i n g d e i t y w i t h
N a t u r e . T h i s i s t h e fi r s t ’ ’ S p i n o z a A w a r d ”
g iven by the Universa l Panthe is t Soc ie ty.

f t P e o p l e
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WHAT PANTHEISM MEANS TO ME

"Personal ly, to and for me. Pantheism
justifies and warrants my existence -and the
r ight to ex is t . Ihave long be l ieved of
man's duty and obligation to revere the real,
the Earth underfoot to the rest of the ^
Universe overhead. Personal ly, Ibe l ieve i ts
la te fo r man to t r iumph over h is ev i l w i th
g o o d . . . b u t I ' m l e s s c o n c e r n e d w i t h m a n ' s
salvat ion than wi th sav ing some of h is fe l low
creatures, particularly the great whales, the
great apes, and predators and any endangered
s p e c i e s . I a m i n t e r e s t e d i n P a n t h e i s m ' s
potential to 'convert' human arrogance to
human humi l i t y. I t s a los ing bat t le bu t i t s
t h e g o o d b a t t l e .

- B o b U a l d m i r e

Recognizing one's role as aplain
citizen of the Earth's community of l ife,
instead of being adivinely appointed subduer
or steward of the Earth. Respecting the
right of all beings to l ive according to
the i r na tu re . Back ing up your be l ie fs w i th
action. Learning about the local bioregion,
g r a d u a l l y b e c o m i n g a N a t i v e o f i t .

- D o u g H a n s e n

t t

t v

To me, to be apantheist means to give
e x p r e s s i o n t o m y s e n s e o f r e v e r e n c e a n d l o v e
f o r t h e n a t u r a l w o r l d a n d a l l i t s c r e a t u r e s .
I h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d t h e d i v i n e a s i d e n t i c a l
wi th the created Universe. My main concern
now is to encourage others to move beyond
speciesism. Iwould like to learn new ways
to show my loyalty to the Earth and promote
t h e w e l l - b e i n g o f a l l i t s l i f e - f o r m s , b u t
especially to help those which are currently
f o r c e d t o s u f f e r m o s t a t t h e h a n d s o f ' m a n ' .

f t

- J e a n P e a r s o n
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L e t t e r ' s t o t h e E d i t o r '

E d i t o r :

I ' v e r e c e n t l y c o m e a c r o s s t h e a r t i c l e o n
Mode rn Pan the i sm” by Ha ro ld U . Wood , J r. i n

t h e S u m m e r 1 9 8 5 i s s u e o f E n v i r o n m e n t a l
I t w a s n i c e t o l e a r n i n t h i s w a y t h a t

t h e r e i s a P a n t h e i s t S o c i e t y, s o m e t h i n g I d i d
n o t k n o w c u r r e n t l y e x i s t e d .

U e R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t s a r e J e w i s h
r e l i g i o u s h u m a n i s t s i n c l u d i n g a v a r i e t y o f
n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l s p i r i t u a l a p p r o a c h e s . A s I
i n m y o w n w o r k s e e k t o c o m b i n e t r a d i t i o n a l
r e l i g i o n w i t h b o t h m y s t i c i s m a n d h u m a n i s m , I
o f t e n fi n d m y s e l f r a t h e r c l o s e t o t h e
p a n t h e i s t e n d o f t h e s p e c t r u m . I e n c l o s e a
c o u p l e o f r e c e n t a r t i c l e s t h a t m i g h t
i l l u s t r a t e h o w a J e w w h o s t i l l u s e s ” G o d
l a n g u a g e ” i s n e v e r t h e l e s s q u i t e c l o s e i n
s p i r i t t o p a n t h e i s m .

T h e fi g u r e o f G o d i m a g e d b y m o s t
r e l i g i o n i s a h u m a n p r o j e c t i o n . T h e p e r s o n
o n t h e t h r o n e , t o p a r a p h r a s e o n e s u r p r i s i n g l y
r a d i c a l H a s i d i c s t a t e m e n t , i s t h e r e b e c a u s e
w e p u t h i m t h e r e . N o G o d - fi g u r e w o u l d e x i s t
h a d w e n o t c r e a t e d o r p r o j e c t e d i t . . . . B u t w e
w h o c r e a t e ” G o d ” a r e a l s o c r e a t e d b y G o d . H e
a r e c r e a t u r e s o f a n a t u r a l w o r l d t h a t i s
i t s e l f a m u l t i c o l o r e d g a r b i n g o f d i v i n e
g l o r y . . . . H e r e w e m u s t i n v o l v e o u r s e l v e s i n a
d e e p s u b t l e t y o f r e l i g i o u s l a n g u a g e , i n o r d e r
t o b e q u i t e c l e a r . A l l t h e i m a g e s t h r o u g h
w h i c h w e d e p i c t t h e d i v i n e , b o t h p e r s o n a l a n d
n o n p e r s o n a l , a r e h u m a n c r e a t i o n s . T h e
real i ty toward which we are reaching through
t h o s e i m a g e s i s e n t i r e l y r e a l ,
t h e e s s e n c e o f r e a l i t y i t s e l f ,
n a t u r e i s s o s u b t l e , t h e m a n n e r o f i t s
e x i s t e n c e s o p r o f o u n d , t h a t o n l y b y m e a n s o f
projected images can we address it ” G o d
i s i n t h a t s e n s e a s y m b o l , a h u m a n c r e a t i o n
t h a t w e n e e d t o u s e i n o r d e r t o i l l u m i n a t e
f o r o u r s e l v e s , h o w e v e r i n a d e q u a t e l y, s o m e
t i n y p o r t i o n o f t h e i n fi n i t e m y s t e r y . . . .

E t h i c s .

I t i s i n f a c t
B u t i t s

f t
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( d e r e m a i n s o m e u h a t u n c o m f o r t a b l e u i t h

t h e E n g l i s h w o r d G o d . T h i s t e r m , r o o t e d i n
G e r m a n i c p a g a n i s m , d o e s l i t t l e t o e x p r e s s o u r
p e r s o n a l r e a l i t y . T h e H e b r e w n a m e , w r i t t e n
c o n s o n a n t a l l y Y - H - H - H , g o e s a l o t f u r t h e r .
I t c a n b e t a k e n ( a s t h e T o r a h a n d m i d r a s h
s u g g e s t ) a s a n a r r e s t e d f o r m o f t h e v e r b ” t o
b e , ” a c o n fl a t e o f a l l i t s t e n s e s a t o n c e .
I t r e f e r s t o a l l t h a t w a s , i s , a n d w i l l b e .
Y - H - U - H i s , i n s h o r t , a l l o f b e i n g , b u t s o
u n i fi e d a n d c o n c e n t r a t e d a s t o b e c o m e B e i n g .
T h i s i s a d e i t y b e y o n d n a m i n g , o n e t h a t fi l l s
a l l n a m e s a s t h e s o u l fi l l s t h e b o d y ,
t r a n s c e n d i n g t h e m a l l a s i t fi l l s t h e m . I t
i s n o n e o t h e r t h a n t h e u n i v e r s e , y e t i t
b e s p e a k s a v i s i o n o f t h e u n i v e r s e s o u t t e r l y
t r a n s f o r m e d b y i n t e g r a t i o n a n d u n i t y a s t o
a p p e a r t o u s a s i n d e e d ’ ’ o t h e r ” , a m i r r o r o f
t h e u n i v e r s e ^ s s e l f t h a t b e c o m e s U n i v e r s a l
S e l f . I t i s b e y o n d t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f o u r
o r d i n a r y m i n d , e v e n b e y o n d a r t i c u l a t i o n i n
a n y l a n g u a g e e x c e p t t h a t o f m y t h m a k e r o r
p o e t . Y e t i t i s n o ’ ’ o t h e r ” t h a n w e o u r s e l v e s
a n d t h e w o r l d i n w h i c h w e l i v e , t r a n s f o r m e d
a s p a r t o f t h e t r a n s c e n d e n t v i s i o n .

S u c h a r e l i g i o u s v i e w p o i n t i s t h a t o f
m y s t i c a n d n a t u r a l i s t a t o n c e . I t d e m a n d s n o

l e a p o f f a i t h ” a s d o e s t h e m i r a c l e - w o r k i n g
d e i t y o f c o n v e n t i o n a l U e s t e r n t h e i s m . I t
r e q u i r e s r a t h e r a ’ ’ l e a p o f c o n s c i o u s n e s s , ” a n
o p e n n e s s t o c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t t h e u n i v e r s e
c o u l d b e m o r e w h o l e , m o r e b e a u t i f u l , m o r e
p e r f e c t t h a n t h e o r d i n a r y m i n d w o u l d e v e r
a l l o w . . . N o t f a i t h , b u t v i s i o n i s w h a t s u c h
a r e l i g i o n d e m a n d s ; i t d o e s n o t c a l l u p o n u s
t o b e l i e v e i n t h e p r o p h e t s , b u t r a t h e r t o
d e v e l o p t h e p r o p h e t i c c o n s c i o u s n e s s i n
o u r s e l v e s .

f t

I w o u l d b e h a p p y t o h e a r m o r e a b o u t t h e
U n i v e r s a l P a n t h e i s t S o c i e t y a n d r e c e i v e a n y
o t h e r l i t e r a t u r e y o u m a y h a v e .

- D r . A r t h u r G r e e n ,
P r e s i d e n t , R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s t R a b b i n i c a l
C o l l e g e , U y n c o t e , P e n n s y l v a n i a
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P a n t h e i s t V i e u i p o i n t s

t t N o l e s s a g r e a t t h i n k e r t h a n
S h o p e n h a u e r a s s e r t e d t h a t c o m p a s s i o n a l o n e i s
t h e c r i t i c a l d e t e r m i n a n t o f e t h i c s , a n d i f
h i s t o r y h a s t a u g h t u s a n y t h i n g , i t " s t h a t
c o m p a s s i o n i s a p r o d u c t o f t h e s o u l , n o t t h e
m i n d . I t u a s n ^ t r e a s o n t h a t e m p o w e r e d
G a n d h i , b u t t h e s h e e r f o r c e o f h i s s p i r i t u a l
e n e r g y , a n d i t " s t h a t e n e r g y w h i c h a l l o f u s
m u s t c u l t i v a t e w i t h i n o u r s e l v e s a n d o t h e r s .
G a n d h i ' s i m p a c t , l i k e o t h e r s b e f o r e a n d a f t e r
h i m , w a s t r a g i c a l l y s h o r t - l i v e d b e c a u s e i t
d i e d w i t h t h e o r i g i n a l s o u r c e . F o r s u c h
e n e r g y t o e n d u r e a n d e x p a n d , i t m u s t e m a n a t e
f r o m w i t h i n t h e d e p t h s o f e a c h p e r s o n r a t h e r
t h a n a n e x t e r n a l s o u r c e o r a u t h o r i t y fi g u r e -
br ing ing us back to empowerment and change
t h r o u g h i n d i v i d u a l j o u r n e y s o f t h e s p i r i t .

W h a t i s t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e s e j o u r n e y s ?
B y t h e i r v e r y n a t u r e , t h e b e h a v i o r a l d y n a m i c s
o f s u c h j o u r n e y s a r e u n i q u e t o e a c h
i n d i v i d u a l a n d t h u s d e f y e x p l i c i t d e fi n i t i o n ,
b u t t h e c o m m o n d e n o m i n a t o r i s t h e q u e s t f o r
i n n e r l i g h t a n d p e a c e . B e r g e s o n d e s c r i b e d
t h i s l i g h t a s e l a n v i t a l , t h e l i f e - f o r c e ;
S p i n o z a c a l l e d i t N a t u r e ' s G o d ; s o m e r e f e r t o
i t a s a m e t a p h y s i c a l l e a p o f f a i t h ; s e c u l a r
h u m a n i s t s c a l l i t j u s t i c e ; a n d s t i l l o t h e r s
a p p l y a t h e o l o g i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . T h e r e
a r e n o r i g h t o r w r o n g p a t h t o u n c o v e r t h i s
i n n e r l i g h t , o n l y v a r y i n g d e g r e e s o f
i l l u m i n a t i o n . U l t i m a t e l y , t h e j o u r n e y
c u l m i n a t e s w i t h t h e r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t w e a r e
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d w i t h n o t o n l y e v e r y t h i n g w e ' r e
a b l e t o s e e , b u t a l s o w i t h t h e r e s t o f t h e
u n i v e r s e t h a t e l u d e s o u r l i m i t e d v i s i o n .
M o r e s p e c i fi c a l l y , i t ' s r e c l a i m i n g a n d
e m b r a c i n g t h e n o b l e s t d i m e n s i o n s w i t h i n u s
t h a t r a r e l y s u r v i v e c h i l d h o o d i n t h i s v i o l e n t
a n d a v a r i c i o u s c u l t u r e . t v

- E . S . D .

Excerpted frtm "Husic of the Soury published by: aniealines* B14 Castro
St.i San FranciscOf CA 94114.

1 2



f

*PANT^€I5T VISION (ISSN 0742-5368) is aquarterly publication *
*of the Universal Pantheist Societyi P.O. Box 26 5i Big Pine, CA *
* 9 3 5 1 3 . T h e U n i v e r s a l P a n t h e i s t s o c i e t y i s a n o n - p r o fi t r e l i g i o u s ♦
*corporat ion. The purposes of the Society are: ' to unite
*Pantheists everywhere into acoMon fellowship, to undertake the *
«conveyence of inforiiation agout Pantheism to the interested
*public, to encourage discussion and coMunication awong Pan-
*theists, to provide nutual aid and defense of Pantheists every- *
«where, to stiaulate arevision of social attitudes away frow
*anthropocentrisa and toward reverence for the earth and avision *
fof Nature as the ultimate context for huiian existence, and to *
*take appropriate action toward the protection and restoration of *
* the ear th . ' Recogniz ing that f reedoi o f be l ie f is inherent in *
tthe Pantheist tradit ion, Society bylaws prohibit the requireaent *
*of any part icular interpretat ion of rel igion or subscript ion to ♦
*any part icular rel igious bel ief, doctr ine, or creed.
*Annual Ktbersh ips are $8.00 for f^u lar ne iabers i $15.00 for *
aContributing aeabers; $25.00 for Sustaining aewbers; $50 for
*Supporting weabers; $100 for Donors; and $500 for Benefactor
*aeabership. Student/Retired/ or Low incone neaberships are $5.00. *
*Non-neaber subscriptions are $8.00. Contributions are deductible *
*for incoae and estate tax purposes.

f

*

«

t

♦

*

f

i

Board o f D i rec tors t

President 
Vice-President

Sec re ta ry -Treasu re r
At Large

D e r h a a G i u l i a n i

Enid Larson
Harold Hood

Hargie Gibson
Nancy Pearlnan
B i l l Caha lan

t

i

i

*

f

t

E d i t o r Harold Hood
i

PANTHEIST VISION is published as an idea interchange aaong
Pantheists. Netbers and non-aeabers alike are encouraged to
s u b a i t a r t i c l e s a n d o t h e r w r i t t e n c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

The views expressed in this publication are those of the
authors, who are solely responsible for the content.

Copyright of all articles held exclusively by the authors where *
noted in the credits. All other aaterial is Copyright 1989 by
the Universal Pantheist Society. Peraission to reprint will be
g e n e r o u s .

f

f

t

»

t

i

t

*

i



Universal Pantheist Society
P.O. Box 265
Big Pine, California 93513


